MONTEREY PLACE APPROVED IN SLO

COURTESY RENDERING

The historic Leitcher House and Monterey Place redevelopment project is designed to improve a parcel in downtown San Luis Obispo.

‘Downtown parcel poised for upgrade
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Visit sanluisobispo.com to see
an animated rendering of how
the property will look.

By ANNMARIE CORNEJO
acornejo@thetribunenews.com
he dilapidated historic
Leitcher House on
Monterey Street adjacent
to the Children’s Museum
will soon be transformed
into a bed-and-breakfast,
and the surrounding
blighted area will be re-
placed by housing, retail
shops and a restaurant.
The San Luis Obispo
City Council approved the
project, called Monterey
Place, on a 4-1 vote Tues-
day night. The project, be-
ing developed by Michael
Hodge of Shear Edge De-
velopment, has been wind-

Development near Children's Museum
will include a bed-and-breakfast and
four-story residential/commercial project

ing its way through the
city approval process
since 2008.

It is one of the last large
parcels of undeveloped
land in the downtown area
and the largest residential
project to emerge in the
area since the renovation
of the Wineman Hotel in
2009.

The council’s only
caveat for approval Tues-
day was to eliminate the
potential for any late-night

clubs or bars at the site and
to mandate that the one
planned affordable home
be built in the first phase.

Four new buildings will
be constructed as part of
Monterey Place, and the
Leitcher House, built in
the 1880s, will be pre-
served. The project will
add 24,000 square feet of
commercial space on the
ground level and 23 resi-
dential units on the upper
stories.

The new buildings, four
stories high, will reach the
50-foot height limit al-
lowed by the city.

A new feature to the city
— mechanical lift parking
in the basement — will be
used for the condos.

However, the 29 park-
ing spaces will only pro-
vide one space for each
residential unit and five for
the bed-and-breakfast visi-
tors.

The lack of parking
raised concerns from
nearby residents.

The developer said he

See MONTEREY, B2
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